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Dawn Wesselby 

I have been a member of the BWY for over 

20 years and it is an organisation I hold dear 

to my heart. It inspired my love of yoga and 

desire to teach and I have enjoyed many 

modules, training sessions and events with 

them. 

The BWY has been through some difficult 

times but I hope that we can begin to move 

forward with a sense of unity and support and 

be a welcoming place for all who are interested 

in yoga, whatever their background. 

I would love to see teachers from other 

organisations joining in on our modules and 

CPD days to keep up their skills and become members but I know that we need to 

build some bridges over this. We should focus on quality not quantity for our training 

to ensure the BWY remains a great place to begin and continue our yoga journeys 

together. 

I would also like to bring non-teaching members in again by continuing the good work 

on our in house magazine and yoga days and events.  Several regions run a yoga 

festival and this is a great way for people to meet friends and enjoy lots of yoga styles 

and I hope to see these events continue. 

We cannot ignore that the world is changing with social media and online learning 

becoming more commonplace and we should look for ways to embrace this in our 

training offering and in communication with our members. 

It has been acknowledged that the website is not fit for purpose and this is an area 

where I feel we should be investing funds to support our existing members and attract 

new members alike. 

Another area I want to look at is our insurance offering as I know we have lost 

members due to their having to buy insurance twice if they are a qualified therapist as 

whilst some therapies are covered, there may be others that aren’t.  This is something 

I am in negotiation with our insurance providers over this (in my current role as BWYT 

Vice Chair) and will be in touch with members to find out what they would like covered 

to ensure that we can offer a package that is attractive to members. 
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Audrey Blow 

I am keen to offer my support to the BWYT chair and 

committee in any way I can. BWY has a long history of 

offering robust, quality yoga teacher training. It is seen 

as the kite mark of training in the U.K. which many 

yoga organisations strive to adopt.  

As BWYT vice chair, I would work to maintain and 

build on this achievement. BWY stands on strong yoga 

ethics, a small group of diligent and dedicated staff 

and most of all, on the spirit of Seva, the hard work of 

volunteers. I have benefited from their hard work in so 

many ways, and now I would be very pleased to offer my services. 
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Maria Ellerbeck 

As a long-term member of the BWY, I want to see the 

organisation that I care about, flourish and grow. I feel that 

I am a balanced individual, who will be able to listen the 

various competing needs of the organisation. I will try to 

work to find a way forwards, with the BWY best interest at 

heart.  

As an accountant, part of my role is to manage different 

peoples competing needs. I am a very practical person. I 

love to listen and to find solutions. Ten years ago, my dear 

friends and I, set up a new accountancy practice from 

scratch. We had worked together previously and based on 

our shared values and hard work, we now employ nine 

people and have a block of clients that we support in 

business.  

I do not have a fixed idea where I feel the BWY should go. I would like to listen and 

learn from the other members of the board, to work out the best way forward for us, 

as an organisation. However, I feel strongly that my training through the BWY was 

second to none and that I felt supported and nurtured, as a teacher.  

I feel that the BWY should promote itself as the Kitemark for quality and safety for 

yoga teachers. It would be lovely to reach out and work with other organisations for 

the benefit of yoga itself. Finally, the BWY should continue to offer quality on-going 

training and support groups to its teacher and members. 
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